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gigantic L. A little more pressure, and it looked as if
the angle might be made so acute that the great Oise
railway would be uncovered and the main line of
German communications on the west made untenable.
If that happened there must be a general retirement;
for, though the Germans had other lines of supply,
they had none which could keep their right and right-
centre rapidly fed with the vast quantities of heavy
ammunition on which the holding of their Aisne
position depended.

But presently it appeared that this flanking strategy
was being met by another. The Germans were them-
selves taking the offensive, and stretching out their
right, not to conform with, but to outstrip our move-
ment. It was becoming a race for the northern sea.

As early as 16th September, Sir John French had
become anxious about his position, and had reached
the conclusion that the British army was in the wrong
place. At Mons it had been the extreme left, now it
was almost the centre of the Allied line. This meant
constant difficulties with supplies and communica-
tions, for these now ran through Paris to the Atlantic
coast, and so crossed those of Maunoury, Castelnau,
and Maud'huy. - If, on the other hand, the British
were transferred once more to the left wing, they
could draw upon the Channel ports, and would be
within easy reach of home. Above all, the British
Commander-in Chief saw the dawning of a dangerous
German offensive, directed especially against Britain,
and aiming at the possession of Calais and the Channel
ports. News was arriving that the great fortress of
Antwerp was in extremity, and once it fell a fresh
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